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Northeast Area Agriculture Research Service 

Northeast Area Director: Dr. Thomas Shanower 

Henry A. Wallace Beltsville Agricultural Research Center (BARC) 

Director:  Dr. Howard Zhang 

Parent Agency: Agricultural Research Service (ARS) 

Department:  Department of Agriculture (USDA)  

 

 

History & Mission: In 1862, the Agricultural Department of the U.S. Patent Office was established as an 

independent entity, the USDA.  In 1910, the U.S. Department of Agriculture purchased the 475-acre Walnut 

Grange plantation in Beltsville to turn it into a research facility and the dairy and animal husbandry research 

was transferred there.  Henry A. Wallace's name was added to the Beltsville Agricultural Research Center in 

June 2000.  

At BARC, ARS conducts research to develop and transfer solutions to agricultural problems of high 

national priority and provide information access and dissemination in order to:  

● Ensure high-quality safe food and other agricultural products;  

● Assess the nutritional needs of Americans;  

● Sustain a competitive agricultural economy;  

● Enhance the natural resource base and the environment; and,  

● Provide economic opportunities for rural citizens, communities, and society as a whole.  
ARS research at BARC develops solutions to a wide range of problems related to food and agriculture--

problems requiring long-term commitment of resources and problems unlikely to have solutions with the 

quick commercial payoff that would convince private industry to do the research.  ARS also provides 

research to support federal action and regulatory agencies. 

 

Maryland Employees: 800 

10300 Baltimore Avenue 

Beltsville, Maryland 20705 

301-504-6078 

Prince George’s County 

Website: Northeast Area Agriculture Research Service 

Website:  Beltsville Agriculture Research Center 

https://www.ars.usda.gov/northeast-area/
https://www.ars.usda.gov/northeast-area/beltsville-md-barc/beltsville-agricultural-research-center/
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Maryland Facilities 

  

 

Resources 

Acquisition Forecast 

Small Business Outreach  

Office of Small and Disadvantaged Business Utilization 

Subcontracting Information 

 

Contacts 

Office of the Northeast Area Director 

10300 Baltimore Avenue 

Bldg 3, Room 223  

Beltsville, Maryland 20705 

 

 

Dr. Thomas Shanower 

Northeast Area Director 

301-504-6078 

 

 

 

 

 

10300 Baltimore Avenue 

Bldg 3, Room 231  

Beltsville, Maryland 20705 

 

Office of the Beltsville 

Agriculture Research Service  

 

Dr. Howard Zhang 

BARC Director 

301-504-6591 

Howard.zhang@ars.usda.gov 

 

 

Technology Transfer 

10300 Baltimore Avenue 

Beltsville, Maryland 20705 

 

James Poulos III, Technology 

Transfer Coordinator 

301-504-6421 

Jim.poulos@ars.usda.gov 

 

 

 
Listing of Laboratories and Staff 

 

Animal and Natural Resources Institute (Prince George’s County) 

Beltsville Human Research Nutrition Center (Prince George’s County) 

https://www.dm.usda.gov/smallbus/forecast.htm
http://www.dm.usda.gov/smallbus/vos.htm
http://www.dm.usda.gov/procurement/business/smallbiz.htm
http://www.dm.usda.gov/smallbus/subcontracting.htm
https://www.ars.usda.gov/people-locations/people-list/?modeCode=80-42-05-00

